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On behalf of the entire Board of 
Directors, I would like to thank 
each of you for your ongoing 
interest and support of the 
Vascular Access Certification 
Corporation (VACC). Vascular 
Access as a specialty is changing 
rapidly and so must VACC in 
order to adapt with the evolving 
climate amidst healthcare 
reform. Vascular Access 
professionals are on the front 
line of healthcare, affecting 

thousands of patients every day.  Professional certification in 
this specialty is the single mission of VACC

Newsletter Feedback:
Over the past few months, VACC has received a great deal 
of positive feedback about our newsletter for which we are 
very appreciative. This second edition has incorporated your 
feedback to provide the most meaningful information you 
need to stay informed about the important happenings with 
VACC.  We welcome your ongoing input about the newsletter 
by contacting lois.davis@vacert.org if you have story ideas or 
other comments.

VA-BC™ Goes International: 
For the first time, VACC will be offering the exam for our 
international colleagues who are in the U.S. attending the 
AVA Scientific Meeting this Fall. We are very excited to be 
able to offer the VA-BC™ examination to these international 
professionals  who come from a wide range of disciplines 
including nursing, medicine, respiratory therapy, radiology 
technology, and many others. The VA-BC™ credential signifies 
a healthcare professional’s expertise in the field of Vascular 
Access. You can read more about this development on page 5 
of this newsletter.

Industry Partners: I would like to recognize two industry 
partners that have demonstrated their commitment to education 
and professional excellence by providing the Vascular Access 
Industry Partner™ Program to their entire field sales teams: ICU 
Medical Healthcare and PDI Healthcare. This month, several 
other partners have signed up for their sales and marketing 
professionals to complete the program as well. If you or your 
organization is interested in this industry-specific certificate 
program, please visit our website at www.vacert.org for more 
information and to complete online registration. 

New Certification Pins: We encourage you to regularly visit 
our website www.vacert.org  to receive the latest updates on the 
Vascular Access Certification Corporation.  For example, new 
certification pins are now available online on the VACC store 
page, so please be sure to order your pin if you are currently 
certified to showcase your certification to your colleagues and 
patients. You can see the new pins by going to the VACC store 
– found under the Resources navigation button. 

We Need You: Volunteers are the lifeblood of our organization.  
If you are interested in participating as a volunteer on one of our 
committees, please complete an application on our website.

If there is anything that I can do to personally assist you, please 
do not hesitate to email me: hudson.garrett@vacert.org. 

Warmest regards,

J. Hudson Garrett Jr., PhD, MSN, MPH, FNP-BC,
CSRN, VA-BC™
President, Board of Directors
Vascular Access Certification Corporation
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White List VACC in Your Address Book
With so much email, junk mail and spam coming your 
way each day, it’s easy to become overwhelmed in a sea of 
communications. But there are some messages you want to 
receive. We believe VACC’s are among the most important. 

In order to ensure you are getting the latest information about 
your certification and other VACC news, please white list our 
email address: info@vacert.org.

“White listing,” – also known as adding someone to a “safe 
sender” or safe recipients list – is the process of creating or 
adding to a list those you want to receive regular messaging 
from, typically though the use of spam filters in your email 
system.

Many companies and institutions have robust firewall systems. 
Some will block our emails, despite white listing efforts. In 
order to avoid this, please consider using the personal email 
address that you regularly use/check. 

Overwhelmed with messages?

Here’s why! The average person 
gets at least 30 text messages,

120 emails, and consumes close to 
14 hours of media daily.

Sources: Experian, Radicati, 2013 Media Consumption report
from USC Marshall School of Business.

VACC has directions for adding our emails to a variety of 
providers, including AOL, Hotmail, Outlook, Gmail, etc. You 
can access this handy, step-by-step set of directions by clicking 
here.

Ready to take the next step in your career and get certified? Or perhaps it’s something 
you and your colleagues feel might be beneficial for your organization? Sometimes it 
can be difficult to thoroughly explain the need and benefits of certification to your 
employer. That’s ok: we’ve got you covered!

Whether you’re a vascular access professional or an employer, our Employer’s 
Guide to Vascular Access Certification is filled with tips for hospitals and employer 
leadership about why certification in vascular access is important and why it should 
be recognized. Click here to print our PDF version or email us info@vacert.org to 
have copies mailed to you at your facility.

Let Us Help Explain VACC’s Certification
Benefits to Your Employer

mailto:info@vacert.org
http://www.vacert.org/website/download.asp?id=281617&navitemid=1091&linkid=281651
http://www.vacert.org/website/download.asp?id=281617&navitemid=1091&linkid=281651
http://www.vacert.org/website/navdispatch.asp?id=280604
mailto:info@vacert.org


Want to stay current on VACC news, testing
information, conferences and new programs?

Take a moment now to ensure your profile
information is up to date or visit our home

page and use  the “Update Profile”
button in the upper left corner.

Don’t worry: we hate spam too!
We will protect your information just like our 
own, and never sell your contact information 

to outside groups. Update your profile now to 
ensure you receive timely information. 

Be sure to add our email address info@vacert.org 
to your contacts list so you never 

miss an update. 

Stay in Touch:
Keep Contact Information Current

For the customer-facing employees at ICU Medical, 
understanding their medical customers and how those health 
providers work with patients is paramount to their roles. 
This is just one of the reasons ICU Medical, who “provides 
clinicians around the world with innovative and cost-effective 
solutions for clinical needs,” chose to involve members of 
their organization with the Vascular Access Industry Partner™ 
Certificate Program.

Designed to educate industry professionals on the basic 
fundamentals of vascular access, The Vascular Access Industry 
Partner™ Certificate Program provides program participants a 
basic level of vascular access knowledge in a range of subject 
areas. 

“The experience has been helpful,” said Joe Vienneau, ICU 
Medical’s director of Corporate Sales Training. “Most of the 
people felt the modules helped their knowledge base and 
were excited to have the VACC logo partner on their business 
card.” 

Vienneau shared that all groups of ICU Medical’s sales people 
participated in the program including:

  • Critical Care 

  • Oncology

  • Alternate Site 

  • Renal 

  • Hospital 

  • Animal Health

  • Corporate Accounts

The company’s participation in the program stemmed from 
a clear commitment to customer support and service. “We 
wanted to give our sales force a leg up on their competitors in 
vascular access knowledge base so they could be a real resource 
for their customers,” Vienneau said. 

The certificate program’s value is evident in the professional 
support and recommendations leaders are providing. “I think 
the certificate is a good thing for professionals to support the 
industry because it presents to our customers that we are well 
versed in the Vascular Access arena,” Vienneau said.“The reason we wanted to

pursue this . . . was to be a real
resource to our customers.”

-Joe Vienneau , Director of Corporate Sales Training, ICU Medical

Industry Partner Program Improves
Customer Service and Support
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Hospitals Can Use Certification as Market Differentiator
VACC Strongly Recommends Facilities Encourage Certification

In an era of extreme competition within the healthcare market, 
in which medical facilities are often looking for ways to 
distinguish themselves from other facilities, VACC has issued 
a Call to Action in a press release to hospitals throughout the 
country, advising them that VA-BC™ certification can be one 
way to stand out from the crowd. 

“The professionals at Memorial Sloan Kettering are shining 
examples of certified vascular access professionals who are 
showing pride in their specialty,” said Board President Hudson 
J. Garrett, Jr. At Sloan Kettering, professionals are encouraged 
to seek certification in vascular access. 

VACC hopes medical facilities will encourage their 
professionals working in the field of vascular access to seek 
certification. Certification is not just an investment in their staff, 
but is also considered a national multidisciplinary certification 
recognized by the American Nurses Credentialing Center that 
employers can use for Magnet recognition; it is also included 
on the Veteran’s Administration approved listing for nursing 
certification. 

“Professionals working in the field of vascular access can 
demonstrate mastery of specialized knowledge by meeting 
criteria and passing the examination offered by the Vascular 
Access Certification Corporation, the credentialing arm of the 
Association for Vascular Access,” Garrett said.

VACC is committed to raising the vascular access bar through 
evidence based practice, professionalism and advocating safe 
and responsible practices. If employers would like individual 
consultation to incorporate VACC certification in their staffing 
practices, please contact lois.davis@vacert.org.

“Professionals working in the field
of vascular access can demonstrate
mastery of specialized knowledge

by meeting criteria and passing 
the examination offered by the 

Vascular Access Certification 
Corporation, the credentialing

arm of the Association for 
Vascular Access.”

- Hudson J. Garrett, Jr., VACC Board President
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VA-BC™ Exam to be offered to International Attendees 
during the AVA Annual Scientific Meeting

The Vascular Access Certification Corporation is offering 
the VA-BC™ exam to qualified international health care 
professionals and clinicians during the Association for 
Vascular Access (AVA) Annual Scientific Meeting at the 
Gaylord National Harbor in  Maryland, September 7-10, 2014. 
The exam will be offered from September 2-13, 2014 and will 
be administered at testing sites near the conference center. 

Online Applications will be available May 15 – June 15, 2014 
at www.vacert.org. There are a limited number of openings 
and the application will not be available once when we 
reach our maximum.  Keep in mind that we may reach our 
maximum before June 15.

More information about the exam to include eligibility criteria 
can be found at www.vacert.org.

For specifics about taking advantage of this offer contact
lois.davis@vacert.org.

TELL US YOUR STORY!
VACC is Recruiting Writers and Looking for Hot News “Tips”

You’ve given us a wonderfully gratifying response to our first 
newsletter via your input, reactions and ideas. For that, we 
extend our sincerest thanks.

For us to put some of your terrific suggestions into print, 
however, we could use your help by providing us with news 
of your interesting projects, successes, industry developments 
across the country and all things that should be shared with 
your colleagues and counterparts. Your written contributions 
will benefit us all by helping us grow. 

Here’s how you can get involved:
Got a story idea? Here’s what we’re looking for:

 • Major advancements being made by our certified 
    professionals 

 • Case studies/success stories: improved patient results, 
     impacts on professional career, etc.

 • Industry/clinician partnering successes, innovations, 
       projects

 • Clinician spotlight: someone who has seen a difference
       in their day-to-day interactions after certification.

 • Factoids, quotes, “did you know” tid bits. 

 • A defining moment. It’s always interesting when someone        
       is faced with an “aha” moment in their professional life;
       one that changes the direction of their course. 

Think of it this way: would YOU find this story idea interesting? 
Would it help YOU in your role if you were reading this for the 
first time?

Can you help us with the story development? No, you don’t 
need to be Woodward or Bernstein to help us with writing.  By 
even giving us a starting point – a summary or paragraph is 
helpful. We’ll work to make sure the article is written well, and 
even do some additional legwork if you can give us names/
contact info (For example, the name of a clinician who was 
involved in the project), etc). 

We’ll be more than happy to attribute you as the source of 
anything you submit. We can’t wait to hear from you. Please 
send all information to Lois Davis at lois.davis@vacert.org.

www.vacert.org
mailto:lois.davis@vacert.org
mailto:lois.davis@vacert.org
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Vascular Access Nurses to the Rescue . . .
Teaching Future Physicians
Elena Skourletos, MSN, RN, VA-BC™ and Valsamma Eettickal, APN, NP-C, MS, VA-BC™

Advocate Lutheran General Hospital (ALGH), Park Ridge, IL 
is a 630-bed teaching hospital in suburban Chicago that offers 
a three-year medical residency program, where part of the 
residency curriculum requires completion of five peripherally-
inserted central catheter (PICC) procedures by each resident. 
In recent years, PICC placement has become more increasingly 
recognized as the safest and preferred type of central venous 
access device for hospitalized patients, which is the rationale for 
including bedside PICC placement in the residency program.   
The hospital’s residency program coordinator collaborated 
with the Vascular Access Team (VAT) in order to fulfill this 
requirement whereas femoral, subclavian, and internal jugular 
(IJ) placements have become limited primarily to emergency 
situations, resulting in decreased opportunities for residents to 
gain experience with placement of these central access lines. 

The Vascular Access Team (VAT), comprised of six full time 
nurse members of the VAT for more than five years, was 
determined to be a resource that could enhance residents’ 
experiences and present a different aspect of central venous 
access.  The team is responsible for all bedside PICC placements, 
establishing peripheral intravenous access (PIV) on patients 
with challenging vasculature, routine care and maintenance of 
central lines.

Initially, our VAT was apprehensive to learn that the second 
and third year resident physicians would spend two weeks 
with the team. Concerns such as, “What can we teach them?”, 
“Are they truly interested?” and “How will they feel learning 
from a nurse?” were expressed  Ultimately, residents needed 
more education and practice with ultrasound-guided central 
line insertions; a knowledge and expertise possessed by 
VAT nurses    Educating the residents was a challenging but 
rewarding experience.  Their central line experience ranged 
from previous successful placement to needing assistance in 
applying a tourniquet. The VAT rotation started with the brief 
overview of ultrasound use and observation of the actual PICC 
insertion procedure, after which, residents were provided 
with the opportunity to insert a PICC under the guidance and 
direct supervision of VAT nurses based on resident comfort 
level and agreement from the patient.  When residents were 
asked to reflect on the challenges during the VAT rotation, one 
said, “The hardest challenge in the beginning was orienting 
to an ultrasound-guided procedure and learning the vascular 

anatomy with the ultrasound.  Having been on the PICC team 
and receiving so much experience, I needed  much less time 
to practice to become good with IJ insertions, especially since 
half the battle for many is learning what to see on ultrasound 
and knowing how to do things with one hand while holding 
the ultrasound probe.”

The majority of the residents were willing and excited to 
learn a new skill.  Some have subsequently placed bedside 
PICCs independently while others learned to consider line 
necessity and to determine the type of intravenous access most 
appropriate for the specific patient.  In addition, the residents 
briefly stepped into the world of VAT nursing, where they 
witnessed critical thinking, clinical judgment, and decision 
making in action.  

Nursing has become more than simply providing care to 
patients.  It has become an environment of inter-professional 
and lifelong learning in which nurses are involved in education 
every day.  As nurses, we teach communities, patients, families, 
and our colleagues.  This program allows us to teach, impact, 
and enhance the learning experience of the future physicians 
during their residency. 

Acknowledgement
The authors are grateful to Dr. Kevin Go for his input and Jean 
Alberts, Clinical Manager for the VAT, for her encouragement 
and guidance.  We also want to thank Alice Siehoff, Director 
of Professional Development, for her support and assistance 
and finally, to all members of the VAT for being a part of this 
experience that contributed to the publishing of this article. 

Editor’s note:  following a call for contributions to
the VACC Newsletter, asking for certified professionals 

to submit articles depicting industry/clinician
partnering successes and innovative projects, the

following article has been submitted by two
certified vascular access nurses from Illinois.
We welcome submissions such as this and

encourage others to share their experiences for
publication in the VACC newsletter.

“Nursing has become more than simply providing care to patients.  It has become an environment
of inter-professional and lifelong learning in which nurses are involved in education every day.”



Hit 2015 running by investing in yourself and your career. You can become one of the more than
2,000 professionals who have already become Board Certified in Vascular Access. 

Administered by the Vascular Access Certification Corporation (VACC), certification exams are
offered only twice a year and the deadlines for the December testing session are coming up soon!

EARLY REGISTRATION
(AVA member price: $300.  Non-member price: $400)*

September 1st - 
September 20th

*Consider joining AVA by reviewing its membership benefits and applying.
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Certification: What a Great Gift to Yourself!

For complete information, eligibility requirements and a detailed exam content outline, please refer to our 
Important Dates and Deadlines Page for full details or to our extensive FAQs page. 

Sign up as soon as possible so you can test early in December and miss the holiday rush. If taking a test
in December would just add more stress to the holiday craziness, don’t worry. Registration for the June  

exam starts March 1, 2015. For more questions, please feel free to contact us at info@vacert.org.

December Certification Testing Dates

September 21st - 
October 15th

FINAL REGISTRATION
(AVA member price: $375.  Non-member price: $475)*

FINAL REGISTRATION
(AVA member price: $375.  Non-member price: $475)*

http://www.avainfo.org/website/article.asp?id=15
https://www.avainfo.org/custom/MemberApp.asp?id=60
http://www.vacert.org/website/article.asp?id=280587
http://www.vacert.org/website/article.asp?id=280584
mailto:info@vacert.org


AVA 2014 Educational Sessions Now Online!
Explore the outstanding educational sessions featuring the latest 
vascular access research and case studies presented by leading experts 
in the field at AVA 2014.  Review these great educational opportunities 
through the Online Program Planner and the Registration Brochure.

World Class Speakers
When they speak, the vascular access decision makers listen. Now 
you can too. Learn from world renowned experts at AVA 2014 as they 
share their experiences, knowledge and insight. AVA 2014 is proud to 
highlight some of these speakers:

KEYNOTE:
Footprints: Follow Them, Create Them, Leave Them
Matthew D. Ostroff, RN, BSN, VA-BC™, CRNI, CPUI, CEN
Vascular Access Coordinator, St. Joseph’s Hospital

GENERAL SESSION SPEAKERS:
The Changing Landscape of Patient Safety
Tejal K. Gandhi, MD, MPH, CPPS
President, National Patient Safety Foundation

Venous Thrombosis: The Elephant in the Room for Peripherally 
Inserted Central Catheters
Vineet Chopra, MD, MSc, Scott Trerotola, MD, R. Scott Evans, MS, 
PhD, FACMI

The Downside of Vascular Access: Difficult Insertions and 
Complications
Jack LeDonne, MD

AVA 2014 also offers:
Pre-meeting workshops that provide in-depth knowledge by focusing on 
skill-building topics.
     • Ultrasound Guided Central and Arterial Access:
        Advancing Vascular Access
     • Ultrasound Guided Peripheral IV Program
     • Promoting Quality Through Prevention and Management of         
        Pediatric VAD Related Risks
     • As the World Turns: Impact on Vascular Access
     • Vascular Access Certification Review
     • Vascular Access 101 for Industry Professionals

Dedicated pediatric track
We have 15 sessions dedicated to pediatric vascular access, including: 
how to develop a pediatric VAT, insertion and management of VADs 
in complex patients, the challenges and benefits of implementing US 
for PICC insertions in neonatal patients, novel strategies to care for the 
unique needs of pediatric patient populations, and the current research 
on VAD related thrombosis.

Register Today!

http://www.eventscribe.com/2014/ava/aaAboutReg.asp
http://www.eventscribe.com/2014/ava/aaAboutHotel.asp
http://www.eventscribe.com/2014/ava/aaSearchByDay.asp?day=9/6/2014&theday=Saturday&BCFO=G|P|GG
http://www.eventscribe.com/2014/ava/aaSearchByDay.asp?tf=peds&h=Pediatric%20Highlights
http://www.eventscribe.com/2014/ava/aaAboutReg.asp


Published by: The Board of Directors for VACC

This newsletter is designed to be your source for the most up-to-date information about the certification process and 
other education programs offered by VACC.

We welcome comments and feedback regarding our content. Submissions for announcements, articles, or potential 
training opportunities may be directed to Lois Davis at lois.davis@vacert.org.  All letters and articles submitted will 
become the property of VACC and may be published on a space available basis.

VA S C U L A R  A C C E S S  C E R T I F I C AT I O N  C O R P O R AT I O N  
5 5 2 6  W E S T  1 3 4 0 0  S O U T H  S T E  # 2 2 9  
H E R R I M A N ,  U T  8 4 0 9 6

T E L E P H O N E :  5 0 8 - 2 2 4 - 8 8 0 0
FA x :  5 0 8 - 5 0 3 - 3 7 9 5
E - M A I L :  I N F O @ VA C E R T. O R G  

SUBMISSION DATES FOR UPCOMING VACC NEWSLETTERS:
August 1 deadline for submissions for September issue
November 1 deadline for submissions for December issue

Vascular Access Certification Corporation (VACC) Quarterly Newsletter

Special Thanks to
our VACC Staff:

Lois Davis
RN, MSN, VA-BC™
Program Director

Cindy Anderton
Program Manager
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