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Recertification Information

To retain the valued VA-BC™ credential you must earn 30 hours in continuing education every
three years, or re-take the VA-BC™ exam.

You have TWO options to recertify:

O ptlon #1 Obtain 30 continuing education (CE) credits

all related to vascular access over the 3
years. Submit your application up to 10
C E ! S months before your credential expires.

O pt|0 n {2 Apply to retake the exam.

Exam




Continuing Education

The Continuing Education (CE) Credits encompass a wide spectrum of activities that VACC

believes reflect continual learning opportunities. Continuing education for renewal
demonstrates a commitmentto life-longlearning.

You may earn CE hours by completingactivities as outlined in this table below. In addition, our

website also outlines potential CE resources available to you.

Activity CE Credits

Conference, Seminar, Workshop on a topic related to Vascular Access: 1
Each 50-60-minute session including questions and answers
Continuing Education (CE’s) on a topic related to Vascular Access: 1
1.0 CE awarded by program sponsor
Completion of Academic Courses on topics related to Vascular Access: 5
1 semester hour credit
Completion of Academic Courses on topics related to Vascular Access: 3
1 quarter hour credit
Completed Master’s Thesis or PhD Dissertation 10
On a topicrelated to vascularaccess from an accredited institution
Completed Presentations: A maximum of 10 contact hours may be earned in
this category
Poster Presentation: a presentation may not be submitted more than once, (if 1
you present the poster more than once you may only count it ONE TIME) includes
preparationtime 5
Presentations: each hour-a presentation may not be submitted more than once,
(if you teach the same program several times you may only count it ONE TIME)
includes preparation time
Publications of Vascular Access related topic(s): a maximum of 10 contact hours
may be earned in this category except for published books.
Abstract accepted for publicationin a peer-reviewed journal, includes 1
preparationtime

- . T 3
Article: a minimum of three-page article accepted for publicationin a peer-
reviewed journal, includes preparation time
Chapterina bookpublished on atopicrelated to vascular access 5
Book published on a topic related to vascularaccess 15



http://www.vacert.org/continuing-education-resources/

Promote, Share and Market Your Certification

Promote Your Certification

We are proud of your certification success and we hope you know the value of sharingyour
credentials with others. You committed yourselfto personal growth and the vascular access
specialty by applying for, studyingand passinga rigorous exam that evaluated your knowledge
in core areas of vascular access. You have validated your knowledge. It is now time promote

your achievement.

4 Talking Points When Explaining Certification to Your Employer

| have passed an exam that demonstrates my commitment to the
vascular access specialty.

To obtain the VA-BC™ credential | met specific eligibility criteria and
passed a rigorous examination on a specialized body of knowledge
in the field of vascular access.

The VA-BC™ credential validates that | have the knowledge to
practice competently in specialty of vascular access.

The VA-BC™ credential is accredited through the National
Commission of Certifying Agencies.
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3 Talking Points When Explaining Certification to Others

I've received professional recognition for my
1 expertise in the specialty of vascular access.

I'm committed to staying up to date in the field of

2 vascular access.

| successfully put my skills and knowledge to the
3 test and met the highest national standards for
the care of patients with vascular access devices.




Share Your Certification

With your employer:
Give employer the VA-BC™ press
Provide employer with a copy of release announcing certification. Ask
certificate for your personnel file to publishitin organization’s
newsletterand local newspapers
o \n ° Keep employerinformed of any A
developments orachievements, and Seek support for recertification from
let himor her know how the employer. Use the VA-BC™
organization can benefit from your Justification letter

partin them

With your colleagues:

|
Share the information learned while
Promote certification to colleagues and l preparing for the examination and any
encourage to pursue certification mm new developments that recertification
|

requirements expose you to

Use experience to establish a study . Offer to develop and teach in-service
group J programs

Download and share our brochures

I I online



Market Your Certification

1. Share your Digital Badge
2. Wear your VA-BC™ pin and/or badge holder
3. Display your certificate in a frame
4. Include your credentials on your name badge, if permitted
5. Request that your credentials be included wherever your name is used professionally
6. Use your credentials on all your professional materials, including your resume or business card
7. Include the acronym VA-BC™ when signing your name in a professional capacity
8. Stay connected through social media
@VACCcert
_—
®

In VABCCertification

H#getVABC


http://www.vacert.org/digital-badges/
http://www.vacert.org/store/
http://www.vacert.org/store/
https://www.facebook.com/VACCcert/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/vabccertification/
https://twitter.com/VACCcert

Recertification FAQ’s

How long is the certification good for?
The certification is good for 3 years.

How do | recertify?
You re-certify by obtaining 30 Continuing Education Credits all related to vascular access or by retaking
the exam.

Will I be notified when my certification is due for renewal?
Yes, you will receive e-mail notification 10 months prior to your certification renewal.

How soon before my certification is up can | submit my application?
You can submit your application 10 months before it is due.

When is my application due?
Your application is due on June 1 if your certification ends June 30.
Your application is due December 1 if your certification ends December 31.

Do | have to send in my proof of CEs when | send in my application?

Yes, all candidates recertifying beginning in June 2020 are required to upload proof of continuing education into the
certifcant portal before being able to access the online application

How do | upload my CE’s?
You Will Need the Following Information to log your Continuing Education Hours:
e Activity date
e Brief description/name of activity
e Number of credits earned
e Electronic copy to upload (word, PDF, JPEG)
Sign into the Candidate Portal
Go to “My CEU” enter in the information, attach your document and hit SUBMIT

Will the portal keep track of my CE’s?

Yes, your CE’s will be saved in the portal indefinitely each time you sign into My CE you will see a running tally so you will
always know how many CE’s you have earned.

When can | begin to submit my CE’s into the portal?
You can add them in at any time during your certification cycle. You do not need to wait until your application is due.

What if | miss the deadline for renewal?
You can apply online after the deadline. Additional fees will apply.

What happens after | submit my online application?

As soon as you submit the online application you will receive a notification simply stating that the application has
been successfully submitted. You will receive an email notification with a receipt of payment. You will receive an
additional email on or about June 14th if your certification cycle ends June 30" or December 14th if your
certification cycle ends December 30t with the status of your application.

My organization is paying for my recertification by check, how do | submit my application?

You may submit the application by fax or e-mail attachment or mail. A $25 administrative fee applies. We will not
process any applications until we receive the check. You are responsible to add your CE’s into the certificant portal
before VACC staff can enter your application into the database. All the same deadlines apply as with the online
application.



My organization is paying for my recertification by the organizational charge card, how do | submit my application?
You may submit the application by fax, e-mail attachment or mail along with the payment

information. A $25 administrative fee applies. You are responsible to add your CE’s into the certificant portal before
VACC staff will enter your application into the database. All the same deadlines apply as with the online application.

Does VACC audit records?

Yes, VACC audits a portion of all candidates to monitor our recertification process and to meet accreditation standards.
All names are chosen randomly.

I successfully recertified, where is my certificate and wallet card?

Your certificate and wallet card are imbedded into your digital badge in PDF form. This allows you to immediately
print them off for use. If you still want a hard copy certificate with a raised gold seal you can order it from our Online
Store .

Where do | find CEs related to vascular access?

The Continuing Education (CE) Credits encompass a wide spectrum of activities that reflects continual learning
opportunities. See our website for CE Resources .

I cannot attend the AVA conference, how am | supposed to get my CEs?
You are not required to attend any conference to obtain your CEs.

Can | get my CEs from all online sources or do | have to attend live meetings too?
You may obtain all of your CEs from online sources; you are not required to attend live meetings.

What do you mean by “CEs must come from more than one source”?
Earning CEs must be spread out over the three-year certification cycle. It is prohibited to obtain all CEs
from one meeting.

Once | certify, when can | begin to earn my CEs?
You may begin to earn them on the first day of your certification period. That is July 1 for people that
certify in the June cycle and January 1 for people that certify in the December cycle.

| did not earn all my CEs; can I still renew?
Yes, you can recertify by retaking the exam. To avoid being suspended you must take the exam during
the same cycle as your renewal

How much does it cost to recertify?
We offer early and final fees for recertification by CE. Please refer to our Fee Schedule . If you are recertifying by testing
the test fee for that time will apply.


https://www.vacert.org/store/
https://www.vacert.org/store/
https://www.vacert.org/continuing-education-resources/
https://www.vacert.org/dates-fees/

